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Quiz

Section: The Age of Earth

In the space provided, write the letter of the term or phrase that best completes each statement or best answers each question.



1.
The most common kind of fossils are


a.
preserved in plant sap.
c.
mineralized fossils.


b.
index fossils.
d.
used in relative dating.



2.
The geologic time scale is based on


a.
fossil evidence.
c.
kinds of rocks.


b.
radiometric dating.
d.
rock thickness.



3.
The first step in the formation of a fossil is the


a.
replacement of soft tissues by minerals.


b.
rapid burial of remains by sediment.


c.
decay of an organism’s remains.


d.
gradual hardening of preserved parts.



4.
The ends of the geologic eras are marked by


a.
climate changes.
c.
mass extinctions.


b.
index fossils.
d.
radioactive decay.

In the space provided, write the letter of the description that best matches each item.



5.
fossil record


6.
index fossils


7.
relative dating


8.
radiometric dating


9.
radioisotopes


10.
strata
	a.	used to find the absolute age of a fossil


	b.	layers of sedimentary rock


	c.	based on the principle of superposition


	d.	used to estimate the age of fossil-containing strata


	e.	unstable isotopes that break down and give off energy


	f.	consists of all known fossil remains of living things on Earth
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