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Quiz

Section: How Did Life Begin?

In the space provided, write the letter of the term or phrase that best completes each statement or best answers each question.



1.
One hypothesis about the origin of the building blocks for life is that they were


a.
made inside of microspheres.


b.
formed when lightning struck water vapor.


c.
brought to Earth from space by meteorites.


d.
catalyzed by the RNA in the ocean.



2.
Which mixture of gases is thought to have made up Earth’s early atmosphere?


a.
hydrogen, water vapor, ammonia, methane


b.
carbon dioxide, nitrogen, oxygen, ozone


c.
ozone, water vapor, carbon dioxide, ammonia


d.
methane, oxygen, hydrogen, water vapor



3.
Most scientists agree that the basic molecules of life could have formed spontaneously through simple chemistry on the early Earth. Which of the following has been made to form spontaneously in water in the laboratory?


a.
proteins
c.
RNA


b.
DNA
d.
None of the above



4.
Microspheres could not be considered true cells unless they had the characteristics of living things, including


a.
intelligence.
c.
enzymes.


b.
nuclei.
d.
heredity.

In the space provided, write the letter of the description that best matches each term.



5.
amino acids


6.
microspheres



7.
ribozymes


8.
hydrothermal vent



9.
RNA



10.
ozone
	a.	needed to block ultraviolet radiation


	b.	source of energy for chemical reactions


	c.	thought to have been the first self-replicating molecule


	d.	thought to have been the precursors to living cells


	e.	form when ammonia and methane are exposed to lightning


	f.	can act like enzymes in cells
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