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Skills Worksheet

Directed Reading

Section: The Age of Earth

Complete each statement by writing the correct term or phrase in the space provided.


1.
Most fossils form in _______________________ rock.


2.
The ______________________ ______________________ provides us with evidence of past life forms and evolution.

Study the following steps in the formation of a kind of fossil called a cast. Determine the order in which the steps took place. Write the number of each step in the space provided.



3.
The organism decays over time, creating a mold in the sediment.



4.
Individual organism lives for a while and then dies.



5.
Minerals fill the space in the mold over time.



6.
Layers of sediment cover the remains of an organism.

Read each question, and write your answer in the space provided.


7.
In what kinds of environments are fossils most likely to form?


8.
Describe what can be determined about fossils using relative dating.


9.
What is an index fossil?
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Complete each statement by writing the correct term or phrase in the space provided.


10.
Scientists use ______________________ ______________________ to find
the age of an object by measuring the proportions of the radioactive isotopes 
of certain elements.


11.
One example of a radioisotope that is used in finding the age organic materials is _____________________.


12.
The ______________________ age of a fossil is found using radioactive isotopes.


13.
A radioisotope’s ______________________  is the time it takes for one-half of a given amount of a radioisotope to decay.

Read each question, and write your answer in the space provided.


14.
Into what three eras do scientists divide the past 542 million years?
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What is a mass extinction?
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